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Land to the south of Osiers Road

Summary of the scheme

The development which is situated south of Osiers 
Road, Wandsworth, is located just 150m from the 
River Thames. The scheme will help contribute to 
the regeneration of the area by offering a modern 
and sustainable mixed use development comprising 
85 new homes and an element of commercial 
space, and would bring a number of benefits 
including a useable footpath along the length of the 
development, a ‘pocket park’ open to the public 
and an active frontage at ground floor level. 

The site is currently a brownfield car park running 
alongside the railway embankment. Taylor Wimpey 
will be providing a new retaining structure along 
the length of the railway, which will enable the 
embankment to be excavated and brought down 
to ground level. This will increase the natural 
surveillance and visual interest along what is 
currently an unattractive section of Osiers Road. 

View from Osiers Road

Summary of the scheme benefits

• 85 new homes, comprising a range of sizes (9% three bedroom 
homes, 73% two bedroom and 18% one bedroom), which would 
contribute towards the housing need within Wandsworth

• 19 affordable homes – comprising 22.4% of the overall 
development

• 91% of the units would be dual aspect, with the 9% that are single 
aspect all south west facing

• A development of high architectural quality designed by 
Asael Architecture

• Flexible commercial units designed for small to medium occupiers 
which help contribute towards Wandsworth’s employment targets 
for the area as well as adding activity and vibrancy to the newly 
created community

• Access to safe and secure cycle storage for all properties
• New homes which would all benefit from private balconies, 

terraces or winter gardens facing the railway line, providing a total 
of 686sq.m of private amenity space 

• 120 sq.m of shared amenity space on top of the podium deck 
between the blocks and the introduction of a 185sq.m ‘pocket 
park’ for the local community, which would exceed the minimum 
play space requirements sought by the London Plan

• New homes which all meet Lifetime Homes standards and would 
be exemplary from an internal daylight and sunlight perspective



Design

The railway provides a physical separation between the older and 
lower density residential and industrial development to the south 
and the more modern, varied and higher density townscape in the 
area of land between the railway and the River Thames. 

In its context, the development is not overly-dense and the 
orientation of the buildings reduces its massed appearance by 
providing a generous level of separation between each building. 
The use of a simple brick detail with glazing will be consistent with 
other recently built schemes in the area and will sit harmoniously 
amongst the existing townscape. The curtain wall solution to each 
of the buildings cores will increase visual activity and provide a 
vertical light source through the buildings.

Height

The Design Review Panel and GLA respect that the height of the 
proposals is appropriate in this location. The buildings have been 
orientated in order create spaces between the buildings and allow 
as much natural light through as possible. The buildings sit well 
within the immediate area where they are in the context of varying 
building heights between 5 to 22 storeys. The three buildings 
enable fewer apartments per core, which allows the majority 
of the proposed homes to enjoy dual aspect views and plenty of 
natural daylight.

Opportunities diagram

CGI view of proposed development and wider context
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Commercial uses 

The development offers 4 equally sized commercial units totalling 
470 sq.m which would provide for a variety of use classes in order 
to maximise the commercial offering on site. The commercial 
element provides an opportunity for smaller occupiers to locate 
within the Borough and will give the south side of Osiers Road a 
renewed life with activity between the residential entrances.

The commercial units have been designed to front onto the small 
piazzas and the ‘pocket park’, and the orientation of the buildings 
onto Osiers Road makes them more visible. There are limited 
employment opportunities within the current use of the site and this 
development will help address this.

New public space

The development provides both private and public amenity space. 
The landscaping strategy was a key element in creating a high 
quality mixed use development. The development provided an 
opportunity to create a public open space at a key location within 
the development. The introduction of a ‘pocket park’ (185 sq.m) 
provided to the west of the site would vastly improve the entrance 
to Osiers Road south and will be the first thing that is reached on 
entering the road. Subtle landscaping and seating will create a soft 
edge to the development and create a playspace opportunity for 
children within the development and the surrounding area.

In addition to the ‘pocket park’, the public realm consists of a 
new pavement along the south side of Osiers Road. This was well 
received by parents of young children that attended the public 
exhibition who are not currently able to walk on this side of the 
road. The depth of paving will serve as a safe route along the south 
of Osiers Road with spaces in between the buildings designed to 
provide a break along the elevation. 

CGI view of proposed pocket park
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New and affordable homes

The development would provide 85 new homes to help meet 
housing needs in the Borough. The proposed mix of units is made 
up of 15 one bedroom apartments, 62 two bedroom apartments 
and 8 three bedroom apartments. From the scheme, Taylor Wimpey 
will be providing 19 affordable homes which would represent 22.4% 
of the units proposed, exceeding the 18% that the Local Authority’s 
viability consultant concluded the scheme would be able to provide.

Summary of Consultation

• A number of constructive meetings and discussions were 
held with Wandsworth Council Officers and Ward Members to 
discuss the proposals

• Meetings and discussions were held with the Design Review 
Panel prior to the submission of the application

• Two meetings were held with the GLA
• A public consultation event was held in the form of an exhibition 

held over two days which invited members of the community 
and stakeholders to view the proposals 

View of proposed ground floor frontages

Conclusion

In summary, Wandsworth’s Design Review Panel 
commended the design team for the approach 
taken and recognised the constraints of the site. 
The panel agreed that three buildings all of equal 
height was the correct decision. The GLA also 
considers the overall residential quality to be of a 
high standard and supports the proposals. 

Taylor Wimpey believes that this scheme offers 
an opportunity to provide a well-integrated 
mixed use development on this key site. 
The scheme would introduce public space, 
commercial units and much needed housing, 
whilst providing a sympathetic design that would 
contribute to the vitality of the area.


